
 

 
 

Beshalach – Reliving the Moment 
Rabbi Shlomo Caplan 

 
This Shabbos is called Shabbos Shira 
because we read Az Yashir – the song 
that Bnai Yisrael sang after crossing 
the Yam Suf.  After witnessing the 
awesome miracles of the splitting of 
the sea and the drowning of the 
Egyptians, Bnai Yisrael sang joyous 
praises to Hashem. 

The Geonim (the Chachamim from the 
seventh to the middle of the tenth 
century) added the recital of Az Yashir 
to Pesukei D’Zimra.  Chazal highly 
praised one who recites Az Yashir 
daily.   The Medrash (Tehillim 18) 
states, “Whoever says Shiras Hayam 
(Az Yashir) with great joy will be 
forgiven for all his sins.”  The Zohar 
asserts, “Whoever recites Shiras 
Hayam every day with kavanah will be 
zocheh to say it in Olam Haba.” Indeed 
Chazal (Sanhedrin 91b) infer from the 
words “Az yashir” literally, “Then he 
will sing” that Moshe and Bnai Yisrael 
will sing this song again at techi’as 
hamaisim.  

Kri’as yam suf was probably the most 
exhilarating moment in Jewish history.  
The emotions of the entire nation ran 
the gamut from terror to ecstasy. They 
trembled and cried out as they realized 
that they appeared to be trapped 
between the raging sea and the rapidly 
approaching Egyptian army.  They 
gazed in amazement as the sea split 
before their very eyes.  They sighed in 
relief as they witnessed the sea walls 
crashing down upon the Egyptians.  
They sang with unmitigated joy in 
gratitude to Hashem.  But most 
significant of all – they saw the hand of 
Hashem “and they believed in Hashem 
and in Moshe his servant” (Shemos 
14:31). The miracles had elevated 
Bnai Yisrael to a level of prophecy 
unknown to Nevi’im.  The Mechilta 
comments, “The handmaiden at the 
sea saw visions not even seen by 
Yechezkel (who saw the Divine throne 
in a vision).” 

By reciting this song with kavanah and 
with great joy, we can, in some way, 
relive this moment.  The goal is not 

merely to recapture the drama and 
splendor of this miraculous event, but 
also to rise to a spiritual level of 
perception that will enable us to 
profess, “The might and the 
vengeance of G-d was my salvation; 
this is my G-d and I will extol Him, the 
G-d of my father and I will exalt 
Him...Hashem shall reign for all 
eternity” (Shemos 15:2/18).  

Many people recite the Shema and the 
Shemoneh Esrei with great kavanah 
and many people say Tehillim 
regularly.  But not much attention 
seems to be given to Az Yashir.  
However if we realize the great spiritual 
treasure that is contained in this part of 
davening, we owe it to ourselves to 
devote more energy and enthusiasm to 
this magnificent song.  This is our daily 
opportunity to recapture some of the 
emotion and spiritual attainment of 
kri’as yam suf.  Thus we can proclaim 
with conviction and joy, “Zeh Keili 
ve’anveihu – this is my G-d and I will 
extol Him!” 

  

SPECIAL NOTE – Please contact Rabbi Greenspan to receive the following NEW shiurim on your phone. 

Halichos Olam Mishna Berura Daf Hashavua: One page of Mishna Berura is covered each week in short 5-7 minute shiurim sent out via 
WhatsApp/emuail a few days a week. 

Understanding Davening: Understand the powerful words that you daven with R' Yoel Dovid Zeffren. This once  per week, 30 minute shiur is based 
on the teachings of Rav Dovid Goldberg (Rosh Yeshiva Telz). 

 



The Signed Poster 
Questions for discussion at your Shabbos table by Rabbi Yitzi Weiner

This week's Parsha, Beshalach, teaches us 
that the Bnei Yisrael were given the mitzvos 
of dinim, (justice) at Marah. (Shemos 15,25) 
This was given even before the Torah was 
given. The Sfas Emes comments here that the 
reason why dinim, the mitzvos of 
interpersonal relations were given before the 
Torah is because having good midos, and 
observing the laws of interpersonal 
relationships is one of the prerequisites of 
being able to absorb the Torah. As our Sages 
teach in Avos, being ohev es habrios, ohev es 
hatzedakos and ohev es hameisharim are one 
of the kinyanim through which the Torah is 
acquired. This leads us to the following timely 
question. 

Noah owned a sports memorabilia business. 
He sold sports memorabilia online as well as 
through Amazon. One day Noah received an 
order from a customer with a Jewish 
sounding last name. The order was for a 
signed poster of a famous basketball player 
who played for the Los Angeles Lakers. 

The customer placed the order and entered 
his credit card information. Noah now had a 
week to process the order. Two days after 
Noah received this order for the signed NBA 
poster, the news broke that this basketball 
player was killed with his daughter in a 
sudden helicopter crash. Millions of people 
mourned his death. 

Noah immediately realized that the value of 
the signed poster was now at least 100 times 
more than the price that he was getting. Noah 
quickly notified the customer that he was 
going to cancel the sale. Noah later told this 
story to his nephew who went to a Torah day 
school. The nephew wondered if Noah was 
allowed to cancel the sale, according to the 
Torah. 

On one hand, you can say that had he known 
that the NBA player would pass away he 
never would have sold it. In addition, the 
customer never actually acquired ownership 
of the poster because he had not yet received 
it. All the customer did was place an online 
order. But on the other hand, Noah agreed to 

sell it. Perhaps backing out would be 
considered an example of Mi Sheparah, 
where one is not allowed to back out of a deal 
after giving a verbal commitment to do so. 
What do you think? According to the Torah 
would Noah be allowed to cancel the sale of 
the signed NBA poster? 

Regarding last week’s question about the 
tefillin, we have to make a correction. The 
case that Rav Zilberstein cited was where the 
parshios were removed because they were 
found to be passul. In that case Rav 
Zilberstein answered that if one is concerned 
that it will appear that he is “mezalzel in the 
mitzvah of tefillin” if he davens without 
wearing them, then he may wear tefillin 
without the parshios inside. However if his 
intention is to appear to be pious, and appear 
to be a “medakdek in tefillin”, he is not 
allowed to wear tefillin without the parshios. 
The answer regarding the Tehillim 
sponsorship has not yet been resolved.

“JUST TODAY HASHEM PERFORMED A MIRACLE THAT SAVED MY LIFE AND JUST 
TODAY I WILL MISS WEARING MY RABBEINU TAM TEFILLIN?!”

Reb Avraham Dovid Weisz shlit’a has been 
living with ALS for 15 years. A few months ago 
he developed an infection in his lungs and 
went to his medical staff at Columbia 
Presbyterian Hospital in Manhattan for an 
evaluation. After scanning his infection his 
doctors recognized that there was no hope 
for clearing the infection and advised the 
family to place Reb Avraham David into 
hospice care. The family was not about to give 
up nor was Reb Avraham Dovid. They decided 
to go Mass General Hospital in Boston where 
the doctors were familiar with Reb Avraham 
Dovid and his case. The doctors at Mass 
General agreed to do their best to save Reb 
Avraham Dovid from the infection. After 
undergoing a long and enduring procedure 
the doctors felt that they were successful and 
sent him back home to Monsey. 

They were planning on leaving Boston at 
10:00 in the morning. Everyday, after 
Shacharis Reb Avraham Dovid puts on his 
Rabbeinu Tam tefillin. Given that they were 
leaving Boston at 10:00 that morning, his 
family figured that to expedite their trip he 
would put on his Rabbeinu Tam tefillin upon 
their return to Monsey. Unfortunately they 
were not able to depart from Boston at 10:00. 
It was only at 2:00 that he and his wife and 
close friend began their return to Monsey. In 
the transport ambulance, at about 4:00, Reb 
Avraham Dovid’s heart rate began rising. Mrs. 
Weisz asked her husband, using their 
transparent Alef Beis sheet, if there was 
something bothering him. He told her that 
they would not make it back to Monsey 
before sundown. Once the sun goes down 
you cannot put on the tefillin and he was 

afraid that he would lose out on the 
opportunity of wearing Rabbeinu Tam tefillin 
that day. Mrs Weisz told her husband that it 
is okay to skip one day without Rabbeinu Tam 
tefillin. Her husband’s heart rate sharply 
increased and she asked what the problem 
was. He responded to her “Just today 
HaShem performed a miracle that saved my 
life and just today I will miss wearing my 
Rabbeinu Tam tefillin?!" 

Upon hearing that response Mrs. Weisz called 
her son in Monsey and he guided Reb 
Avraham Dovid’s friend over the phone on 
how Reb Avraham Dovid ties his Rabbeinu 
Tam tefillin. After the tefillin were on, Reb 
Avraham Dovid’s heart returned to normal. 
(Told over to Rabbi Paysach Diskind of Table 
Talk, by the family of the protagonists).
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Receive the Shiurim: 
 
Join a Whatsapp® group and receive 
shiurim straight to your phone: 
 

 Mussar: Mesilas Yesharim 
 Halacha: Mishna Berura  
 Maharal: Pirkai Avos 
 Shabbos Zemiros Explained 
 Sfas Emes on the Parsha 
 Parsha of the Week 

Introducing First Seder Bais 
Medrash's Mishnayos Shel 

Chesed program 

When a Jew passes away, they can no longer 
perform mitzvos or get closer to Hashem.  By 
arranging learning for the soul of a departed 
family member or friend, their soul can be 
elevated. As their loved ones, it is within our 
power to help their neshamos (souls) ascend 
ever higher. To join the over 200 learners or 
bring an Eternal Merit to a loved one, please 
contact  Rabbi Greenspan or Rabbi Silver at 
rabbisilver.firstseder@gmail.com 

Kli Yakar Chabura will meet at 8:25 
PM Friday night at Rabbi Greenspan’s 
home, 113 Grasmere.  
 
For more information or to register, contact 
Rabbi Uri Greenspan at 732-407-3178 or  

RabbiGreenspan@FirstSeder.org 

  


