
 

 
 

BO – HASHEM’S PEDOMETER 
Rabbi Shlomo Caplan 

 
“Bnai Yisrael went and did (brought the Korban 
Pesach) as Hashem commanded Moshe and 
Aharon” (Shemos 12:28).  Rashi comments, 
“They went and they did – even their going is 
emphasized by the pasuk – to give reward for 
their going as well as reward for their doing.”  
When a person does a Mitzvah every step taken 
is calculated and rewarded. 

The Gemara (Sotah 22a) relates that a certain 
widow would go every day to pray in the bais 
hamedrash of Rebbi Yochanan.  He asked her, 
“Isn’t there a shul in your neighborhood?”  Why 
do you walk so far to daven?  She replied, “Do I 
not receive reward for every step that I walk?”  
The more steps walked, the more effort 
expended to do a Mitzvah, the greater is the 
reward! 

The Maharal (Nesivos Olam) asserts that 
regarding a Mitzvah such as sitting in a succah, 
one should not go to a more distant succah for 
the sake of getting additional reward for the extra 
steps.  The Gemara is referring specifically to the 
Mitzvah of going to daven where Hashem 
resides.  As a person approaches the Shechina, 
each step taken demonstrates a greater 
deveikus (closeness) to Hashem.  

Rav Yaakov Galinsky suggests that there is no 
contradiction between Rashi and the Maharal.  

Rashi is referring to a situation where each step 
was necessary to fulfill the Mitzvah.  Bnai Yisrael 
were not going out of their way to bring the 
Korban Pesach, thus each step was vitally 
necessary for performing the Mitzvah.  The 
Maharal is stating that the only time it is 
appropriate to take extra steps is when one is 
going to a shul or a bais hamedrash. 

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 96a) relates that when 
Merodach Baladan the King of Babylonia heard 
that Chizkiyahu King of Yehuda had recovered 
from a serious illness, he sent him a good will 
greeting.  Nevuchadnetzar discovered that 
Merodach had addressed the Jewish King as 
follows: “Greetings of peace to the King 
Chizkiyahu, peace to the city of Yerushalayim, 
peace to the great G-d.”  He felt that it was 
inappropriate for Hashem, the great G-d, to be 
mentioned last.  He ran after the letter carrier to 
take the letter back and correct it.  When he was 
about to take his fourth step, the Angel Gavriel 
stopped him. Had Gavriel not stopped him, the 
merit of his four steps might have given him the 
ability to cause the extermination of Bnai Yisrael. 
Rav Galinsky cites the Medrash that for each of 
the first three steps Nevuchadnetzar was 
granted one generation of dominion: his own, his 
son Evel Merodach and his grandson 
Belshatzar.  The Chofetz Chaim notes that the 
fourth generation would have been Vashti the 

daughter of Belshatzar. Had Gavriel not 
interrupted the fourth step, Vashti would not 
have been killed and Esther would never have 
become queen, leaving the Jews vulnerable to 
Haman’s decree.  How powerful each step for a 
worthy cause can be! 

However we live in a generation of short cuts.  
From fast food to super-fast technology, we keep 
looking for ways to make life faster and easier.  
Every difficulty or hardship is seen as an 
impediment or even a calamity. The Torah 
perspective is just the opposite. Every step of a 
Mitzvah yields incalculable bounty and every 
hardship encountered is rewarded many times 
over. 

While the Maharal has taught us that we should 
not go out of our way to make doing a Mitzvah 
more difficult, nevertheless life presents us with 
enough opportunities to multiply the reward for 
our Mitzvos.  Whether we are challenged by the 
difficulty of getting out of bed to go to shul, or the 
powerful temptation to speak lashon hara or any 
of the many unanticipated tribulations that arise, 
we are staring at a veritable gold mine. We 
should bear in mind that Hashem counts every 
step and every difficult step gets counted 
manifold. Let’s put on our pedometers and watch 
the miles pile up for eternity.

 

To receive these  Divrei Torah by e-mail, please contact Office@FirstSeder.org. 

SPECIAL NOTE – Please contact Rabbi Greenspan now to receive the following NEW shiurim on your phone. 

Halichos Olam Mishna Berura Daf Hashavua: One page of Mishna Berura is covered each week in short 5-7 minute 
shiurim sent out via WhatsApp/emuail a few days a week.  

Understanding Davening: Understand the powerful words that you daven with R' Yoel Dovid Zeffren. This once  per 
week, 30 minute shiur is based on the teachings of Rav Dovid Goldberg (Rosh Yeshiva Telz). 

 



CAN I WEAR PASSUL TEFILLIN? 
Questions for discussion at your Shabbos table by Rabbi Yitzi Weiner

This week’s Torah portion discusses the 
mitzvah of wearing tefillin. Our Sages teach 
that tefillin are vessels that help us dedicate 
our mind, our heart and our hands to 
HaShem’s. When we wear kosher tefillin, we 
draw down a shefa, a “spiritual energy” that 
helps sanctify our mind, heart and hands to 
fulfill HaShem’s Will. (See Derech Hashem 
Part 4, Chapter 6, Paragraph 7) This leads us 
to the following true story. 

Elchonon lived in a small Jewish community. 
One day he brought his tefillin to the local 
sofer for them to get checked. The sofer 
inspected the tefillin and sure enough he 
discovered that there was a p’sul in the batim 
which rendered the tefillin unfit to be used. It 

would require some work to be done to 
restore its kashrus. Elchonon did not have a 
replacement tefillin. The next day he went to 
shul and brought with him the pasul tefillin 
that he used every day. He asked his friend 
who sat next to him if he could borrow his 
tefillin after he was done with them. The 
friend of course obliged. 

They began to daven and Elchonon was 
embarrassed to daven with the minyan 
without tefillin. In order not to stand out he 
began to 

put on his passul tefillin. He did not intend to 
make a bracha on them, because they were 
pasul, but he wanted to wear them because 
he was ashamed not to. As he put them on he 

had the following thought. He was putting on 
the pasul tefillin as a show. He was only 
wearing them to avoid standing out. Was it 
okay to put on pasul tefillin for show? 

On one hand one can say that that if it 
prevents him from being embarrassed, it 
should be okay. But on the other hand, is it 
okay to pretend to wear tefillin? Is it ok to 
wear pasul tefillin just for appearances? See 
Chashukei Chemed Megilla page 315 

We are still awaiting the answer from Rav Tzvi 
Berkowitz about the question of the Tehillim 
sponsorships. We are sorry to keep all of you 
waiting on the edge of your seats. :-)

The Debt Collectors
One The Machlis family is renowned for their 
incredible generosity towards guests. Mrs. 
Sara Yoched Rigler told over the following 
unbelievable story: When the Machlises were 
a young married couple, they never locked 
their door, as they told Chani Feivelson, "in 
case someone wants to come in and rest.” 
One day, Chani came to visit and found Henny 
Machlis upset. Some of her jewelry was 
missing. "The whole idea that someone they 
knew had opened their home to take 
advantage of them distressed Henny very 
much,” Chani remembers. "They even made a 
police report.” 

Hearing Chani tell of Henny’s distress at the 
first robbery, I was a bit surprised. My 
impression was that Henny Machlis eschewed 
materialism. Chani‘s response was: "You can't 
compare the Henny of 21 years old to the 
Henny of 30 years later. ” Indeed, relationship 
to material things was one of the many areas 
where Henny developed and changed over 
the years. She had grown up in a middle-class 
Flatbush home after her parents’ years of 
struggle were largely behind them. While 
never a rank materialist, Henny shared the 
prevailing mentality that it's good to have 
material possessions because you can use 
them to serve HaShem. Mordechai Machlis’s 
attitude was very different. As Chani 

remembers: ”Mordechai’s approach was to 
make light of the missing jewelry. He said, ‘It's 
just jewelry.’ And Henny gradually took her 
cue from him. She regarded him as her 
teacher, and learned much from him. 
Mordechai’s attitude that material things 
don't matter became Henny’s attitude as 
well.” 

Henny’s children revealed that over the years, 
all of Henny’s jewelry, including her diamond 
ring, as well as their father's silver Kiddush 
cup and the heirloom brass candlesticks, 
were stolen by guests throughout the years, 
and Henny accepted it with equanimity. She 
wouldn't even let the children use the word 
"stole," saying instead, "Someone borrowed 
it.”. 

How much Henny eventually came to eschew 
materialism is evidenced by an incident that 
took place decades later. A couple from 
America who made aliyah wanted to buy an 
apartment. Rabbi Machlis, who had a regular, 
if modest, salary as a teacher, signed as a 

guarantor on their mortgage. A few years 
later, the couple moved back to America, 
leaving Rabbi Machlis responsible for their 
debt of hundreds of thousands of shekels. Of 
course, the Machlises couldn't pay the debt. 

One day two burly, shaven-headed men, who 
looked like Mafiosos, showed up at the 
Machlises’ door with legal authorization 
papers to confiscate everything of value, 
”Where's the television?” they demanded. 
"We don't have one,” Henny answered. 
"Where are the “computers?” ”We don't 
have any.” ‘ "Where's your silver–Kiddush 
cups, candlesticks, whatever?” “We have 
none.” "Where is your jewelry?” "It's all 
costume jewelry.” 

Then she added, "Do you want to take the 
sifrei kodesh [sacred books]? That’s all we 
own.” Henny was unfazed as the men, who 
looked like thugs, searched the apartment. 
When their search confirmed the truth of 
Henny’s statements, one of the men wrote in 
his report: "Ein po ma lakachat. There's 
nothing here to take. Just tables and plastic 
chairs.”. 

They turned to leave, but Henny was not 
finished with them. "Did you put on tefillin 
today?” she asked. Disconcerted, the men 
stared at her. “Get tefillin,” she called to her 
son Yehoshua. The two men put on tefillin, 
said the Shema, then left. Henny had shared 
with them the family's real valuables. From 
Emunah With Love and Chicken Soup, By Sara 
Yocheved Rogler, Published By Shaar Press, 
Reprinted with permission from Table Talk.
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Receive the Shiurim: 
 
Join a Whatsapp® group and receive 
shiurim straight to your phone: 
 

 Mussar: Mesilas Yesharim 
 Halacha: Mishna Berura  
 Maharal: Pirkai Avos 
 Shabbos Zemiros Explained 
 Sfas Emes on the Parsha 
 Parsha of the Week 

Introducing First Seder Bais 
Medrash's Mishnayos Shel 

Chesed program 

When a Jew passes away, they can no longer 
perform mitzvos or get closer to Hashem.  By 
arranging learning for the soul of a departed 
family member or friend, their soul can be 
elevated. As their loved ones, it is within our 
power to help their neshamos (souls) ascend 
ever higher. To join the over 200 learners or 
bring an Eternal Merit to a loved one, please 
contact  Rabbi Greenspan or Rabbi Silver at 
rabbisilver.firstseder@gmail.com 

Kli Yakar Chabura will meet at 8:25 
PM Friday night at Rabbi Greenspan’s 
home, 113 Grasmere.  

 
For more information or to register, contact 
Rabbi Uri Greenspan at 732-407-3178 or  

RabbiGreenspan@FirstSeder.org 

  


