
 

 
 

Va’eira – Up Close and Personal 
Rabbi Shlomo Caplan 

 
In Parshas Lech Lecha Hashem said to 
Avraham, “I am Hashem Who brought you 
out of Ur Kasdim to give you this land to 
inherit it.”  Avraham replied, “Whereby 
shall I know that I will inherit it?”  To this 
Hashem replied, “You shall surely know 
that your offspring will sojourn in a foreign 
land and they will enslave them and 
oppress them for four hundred years” 
(Bereishis 15:7-8,13).  Rav Aharon Kotler 
explains that in truth Avraham’s response 
demonstrated only a tiny deficiency in 
emunah, and the slavery of his 
descendants should not be seen as a 
punishment.  However Avraham, the 
Patriarch, was not able to bequeath a 
perfect emunah to his progeny.  Hashem 
was telling Avraham that this galus is the 
means whereby he - i.e. his offspring – will 
know.  It was the slavery and the miracles 
of deliverance that imprinted emunah on 
the hearts of Bnai Yisrael.  

Thus we read in this week’s parsha: 
“Therefore say to Bnai Yisrael, ‘I am 
Hashem and I shall take you out from under 
the burdens of Mitzrayim… And I shall take 
you to Me as a people. I shall be your G-d 
and you shall know that I am your G-d 
Who takes you out from the burdens of 
Mitzrayim’” (Shemos 6:6-8).  

Rav Aharon asserts that the miracles 
without the preceding suffering could not 
have imparted a complete emunah.   True 
clarity of understanding and conviction can 
only be achieved when accompanied by a 

deep emotional response.  Only when you 
experience and personally feel an event 
are you prepared to commit your mind to its 
logical conclusion.  He explains that the 
degree of anticipation for an event 
heightens and intensifies the emotions 
associated with its impact. 

Some common examples of this concept 
may help to illustrate it.  If one loses his job 
and finds a new one the following week, 
that’s great.  However if he goes without 
parnassa for years and knows the feelings 
of hunger and shame for want of basic 
necessities, the joy of finding a secure job 
is indescribable. If a couple has a baby in 
the first year of marriage, naturally they are 
very happy and grateful to Hashem. 
However, if they have to wait for year after 
year, wondering, agonizing and crying, 
their joy and gratitude is almost infinite 
when the happy day arrives. 

The same principle applies to emunah.  
Only after Bnai Yisrael endured many years 
of slavery and oppression could they feel 
not only the great jubilation of redemption 
but also come to recognize with clarity their 
true Redeemer. The greater the pain, the 
greater the anticipation and the greater the 
emunah. Many other nations saw their 
miraculous redemption.  “Nations heard –
they were shaken, terror gripped the 
dwellers of Philistia” (Shemos 15:14).  Yet 
none of them embraced monotheism or 
abandoned their idol worship.  

The following true story demonstrates the 
truth and depth of Rav Aharon’s assertion 
about one’s readiness to commit to 
emunah in Hashem.  Rav Yechezkel 
Levenstein ZT’L, the former Mashgiach in 
the Mir Yeshiva, related the following 
episode he heard from a cab driver: 

“Rebbi, when my friends and I completed 
our army service, we decided to go on a 
world tour.  One night, when we were in an 
African jungle, all of a sudden one of my 
friends woke up screaming – a boa 
constrictor wrapped around his neck.  We 
tried as much as we could to pull the snake 
off, but with no success. He was turning 
blue; close to death.  We didn’t know what 
to do.  At that point, Yigal started saying 
Shema.  As soon as he finished the first 
pasuk, the snake released him and 
slithered away.  As a result of that incident 
my friend Yigal became a baal teshuva!  
Today he is frum with a beautiful religious 
family.  They keep kosher, his wife covers 
her hair and his kids all go to cheder.” 

Rav Levenstein responded, “That’s 
amazing.”  He paused for a minute and 
then suddenly asked, “And what about 
you?”  “Me?  Oh no,” said the cab driver.  “It 
didn’t happen to me.  It happened to him.” 

Only an emunah that is accompanied by a 
deep personal emotion has a true and 
meaningful effect. 
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THE FANCY LEATHER TEHILLIM 
Questions for discussion at your Shabbos table by Rabbi Yitzi Weiner

This week's Torah portion discuss the mitzvah 
to daven. Moshe told Pharaoh that when he 
leaves the city, he will pray to HaShem to take 
away the plague. (Va’era 9,29) Our Sages 
point out that Moshe could not daven inside 
the city because he would be in the presence 
of idols and one cannot daven or learn in front 
of an idol. This leads us to the following true 
story that was told to us recently. 

Bentzion had a daughter in first grade. One 
day his daughter came home from school 
with a note. The class was going to begin 
saying tehillim every day. All the students 
were instructed to bring in 20 dollars to 
purchase a pretty leather-bound tehillim for 
each of them to use in school. 

After the note went home, Bentzion heard 
some complaints among his neighbors. “It's 
bad enough that our tuition payments are 
through the nose, and now we have to pay 
extra for these fancy leather tehillim. It was 
clear to Bentzion that some of the parents 
were upset at this extra expense. Bentzion 
had an idea. He had a close relative who had 
a yahrzeit soon. He called the elementary 
school principal, Rabbi Goldenberg, with the 
following idea. “Rabbi Goldenberg, I heard 
that the first grade girls are starting tehillim 
next week. I’ld like to sponsor and cover the 
costs of the tehillim for each of the girls. I will 

pay $400 to cover the cost for the twenty girls 
in the class. In exchange can you add the 
name of my relative on the jackets of the 
tehillims, and write that the tehillim are Leilui 
his Neshama (in memory of his soul)? “That’s 
an excellent idea," said Rabbi Goldenberg. “I 
hadn't thought of that. Certainly, we can do 
that. Thank you so much for your 
consideration and generosity.” 

After Bentzion hung up, Rabbi Goldenberg 
realized that this was a great fundraising 
opportunity. If one parent was willing to pay 
400 hundred dollars to add a name on the 
tehillim, maybe other parents and 
grandparents would do the same as well. The 
truth was that the school was facing a very 
tight budget shortfall and the funds were 
urgently needed. This was just the fundraiser 
they needed! 

Rabbi Goldenberg picked up the phone and 
called 30 families to ask if they would be 
interested in a 400 dollar donation to defray 
the costs of the tehillim to add the name of a 
loved one on the jacket of the tehillim the 
children would receive. Sure enough 25 
families agreed. Because of this quick 
campaign, the school raised an excess of 
10,000 urgently needed dollars for the 
school. 

A short while later the tehillim arrived and the 
names of 26 people were printed in each 
tehillim. As Rabbi Gldenberg proudly gave a 
tehillim to each girl, he remembered Bentzion 
who gave him the idea to sponsor the 
tehillim. 

But then a flash of uncertainty hit him. It was 
Bentzion’s idea! He probably assumed that he 
was the only sponsor for the tehillim! “If I 
gave that opportunity to him, did I have the 
right to offer it to others?” “What should I do 
now?”, he thought. “Do I have to return the 
money to Bentzion? Do I have to return the 
money to the rest of the parents?” Would it 
be enough to simply apologize to Bentzion? 
What do you think? According to the Torah, 
was Rabbi Goldenberg allowed to offer the 
sponsorship to others? If not, what is Rabbi 
Goldenberg required to do to rectify the 
situation? 

Regarding the question of the clever 
safecrackers, Rav Chaim Kanievsky answered 
that the apartment watcher was not 
considered negligent in this case. It was not 
Poshea. However it was a gramma. Therefore 
the watcher would be exempt in Beis Din to 
pay anything, but would be obligated 
“midinei shomayim”.Bracha.

Why I Played Ball With Her
One Our Torah Sages were incredibly 
sensitive people. Here is a beautiful 
anecdote. 

For a few summers, Reb Moshe Feinstein and 
his Rebbetzin vacationed in Hartford, 
Connecticut, at the home of the local shochet, 
Rabbi Berman. A relative of the Bermans 
would visit from time to time. Once, this man 
decided that he would pay careful attention 
to Reb Moshe’s actions in order to learn from 
them. Knowing that Reb Moshe arose very 
early to study Torah, this man arose early one 
morning and went to observe Reb Moshe. 
Reb Moshe was sitting at a table learning and 
near him was the Berman’s youngest child, a 

little girl of about five, the only child still at 
home. The man watched in amazement as the 
girl rolled a ball towards Reb Moshe, who was 
engrossed in his learning. Reb Moshe seemed 
to be waiting for the ball, for he looked up 
from his sefer, picked up the ball and rolled it 
back. This scene repeated itself a number of 
times. 

Later, the man asked Reb Moshe, “Why did 
the Rosh Yeshiva have to interrupt his 
learning to play with her? If he would not 
have played ball with her, she would have 
found something else to do.” Reb Moshe 
replied, “This little girl is the youngest in her 

family, a bas zekunim (born when her parents 
were middle-aged). She is the 

princess of her home, about whom everyone 
makes a fuss. Since I have arrived here, her 
parents are catering to my needs. They stand 
ready to provide me with every possible 
comfort. I have become the center of 
attention. I have taken away this little girl’s 
kingdom! Isn’t it proper, then, that I should 
appease her in some way by giving her special 
attention?” 

From Reb Moshe, Expanded Edition, By Rabbi 
Shimon Finkelman, Published By Artscroll 
Mesorah, Reprinted With Permission From 
Table Talk.
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Receive the Shiurim: 
 
Join a Whatsapp® group and receive 
shiurim straight to your phone: 
 

 Mussar: Mesilas Yesharim 
 Halacha: Mishna Berura  
 Maharal: Pirkai Avos 
 Shabbos Zemiros Explained 
 Sfas Emes on the Parsha 
 Parsha of the Week 

Introducing First Seder Bais 
Medrash's Mishnayos Shel 

Chesed program 

When a Jew passes away, they can no longer 
perform mitzvos or get closer to Hashem.  By 
arranging learning for the soul of a departed 
family member or friend, their soul can be 
elevated. As their loved ones, it is within our 
power to help their neshamos (souls) ascend 
ever higher. To join the over 200 learners or 
bring an Eternal Merit to a loved one, please 
contact  Rabbi Greenspan or Rabbi Silver at 
rabbisilver.firstseder@gmail.com 

Kli Yakar Chabura will meet at 8:25 
PM Friday night at Rabbi Greenspan’s 
home, 113 Grasmere.  
 
For more information or to register, contact 
Rabbi Uri Greenspan at 732-407-3178 or  

RabbiGreenspan@FirstSeder.org 

  


